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Abstract

Preterm infants are at high risk of infection due to dysfunctional of immune system.
So, postnatal vaccination at chronological age is important to their health. Based on reviewing
of the literature, the issue of non-compliance to expanded program on immunization (EPI) was
found, either earlier or later than the EPI. It is a challenge for nurses to have preterm infants
meet the EPI. This article presents the meaning and the incidence of premature infants, factors
related to premature birth, immune system of premature infants, the meaning and type of
vaccine, how should premature infants receive vaccination, the studies related to vaccination in

premature infants, vaccination in premature infants, and roles of nurses in providing knowledge
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to caregivers of premature infants. Health education by nurses with the participation of caregivers

may help increase the number of receiving immunization among preterm infants.

Keywords: Immunization, Preterm Infants, Low Birth Weight Infants, Health Education, Nurse
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HB = Hepatitis B BCG = Bacille Calmette-Guérin

Hib = Haemophilus Influenza Type B Rota = Rotavirus Vaccine
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Td = Tetanus-Diphtheria-Toxoid

HPV = Human Papilloma Virus Vaccine
OPV = Oral Polio Vaccine

DTP = Diphtheria-Tetanus-Pertussis

MMR = Measles-Mumps-Rubella

JE = Japanese Encephalitis

IPV = Inactivated Poliomyelitis Vaccine
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