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Difference between
crowd crush and stampede

More than 150 Halloween party revellers were killed in an
alley in the popular Itaewon district on Saturday night in
Seoul during what was initially reported as a stampede.
But experts later said the incident had characteristics of
a crowd crush or crowd surge.

What happened?

® Many of the victims, with most of them in their 20s or
30s, died of cardiac arrest.

® They were trapped in a narrow, sloping alleyway, as
more and more people piled into the area.

What is a crowd crush?
The tragedy was caused by a “crowd crush™
or a “crowd surge’”, and not a
“stampede”, experts say.

® A stampede
implies that
people had
space

to run to.

® But in this case, those
trapped could hardly move,
with some at the edges
falling down and apparently
suffocating as others fell
onto them.

® One person who was
in the crowd had
tweeted that
people were
“falling like
dominoes and
screaming.”
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Guide to Safety at Sports Grounds"'” by DCMS

ANNINUULYBNEUNUEB0ANY YD crowd density

- Qwuagjﬁuﬁ (static crowd)
- meﬂﬁauﬁ (dynamic crowd)

Taifu 4.7 au/mnuuns
Taifiu 4.0 au/muuns

MINN 3 A upper limit 2849 occupant load

NFPA 101 Life Safety Code"'®

NuNea 1 AU 130 Occupant load

- @onunun L 10,000 msm\jm (930 MMINLNAT) 1 AU/5 m‘sm\jm (2.17 AU/MINLNGT)
- FOUNNUN AaUe 10,000 MINWH (930 MITNNAT) 1AU/7 NTNNG (1.54 AU/MTNNAT)
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Abstract

Fatal Crowd Crush: Lessons Learnt from the Itaewon Tragedy in the Republic of Korea

Thanachart Hirunsomsap
Institute of Preventive Medicine, Department of Disease Control, Ministry of Public Health, Thailand
Journal of Emergency Medicial Services of Thailand 2022;2(2):176-86.

Halloween crowd crush at Itaewon area, Seoul, South Korea, in October 2022 caused 158 fatalities, and became
the big tragedy of the year. After Covid-19 pandemic, the loosening of Covid-19 lockdown measures in South Korea might
cause many people to attend at festivals more than the previous years. Unexpectedly large crowds gathering with a lack of
safety management may result in serious injuries and fatalities from crowd crush. To prevent fatal crowd crush, the govern-
ment and private sectors should have a proper crowd management plan. This article gathers knowledge and information from
guidelines, research and academic articles with the objective of reviewing knowledge of crowd crush, statistics of past events,
mechanisms of injuries and dead, basic standards of crowd management, and recommendations on how to survive in crowd

crush.
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