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Abstract

This study aimed to investigate noise exposure among workers of ice factories. Data were collected from
forty-fiveworkers of three ice factories inMuang District, Nakhon Si Thummarat Province. The data composed of
two parts. 1) The demographic data were collected by mean of a questionnaire. 2) The average area noise levels
were monitored using a digital sound level meters and personal noise exposure using the noise dosimeters. The
results showed that the highest noise levels at cooling instrument area of the three ice factories were 95.0 dB (A),
86.1 dB (A) and 86.6dB (A), respectively which exceeded Thai acceptable standards. A large percentage of workers
(73.3%) had an average noise level more than 85 dB (A). It showed that workers in the ice factories had a prospect
of hearing loss caused by prolonged exposure to loud noise. Therefore, the ice factories should develop Hearing
Conservation Program for workers with level noise exposure over 85 dB (A). Hearing protection devices and annual

radiography should be included in worker health surveillance program.
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