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Parents’ Opinion of using silver diamine fluoride for caries

control in children with special needs at Rajanukul institute

Thasanporn Toemthong, M.Sc.*
Abstract

Objective To survey parents’ opinions on the use of Silver Diamine Fluoride (SDF) for
inhibiting dental caries and factors related to those opinions.

Materials and Methods A Cross-sectional Descriptive Study was conducted in the 200
parents of children with special needs during May-August 2022 at Rajanukul Institute. The sample
were included by quota sampling method from every service sections in Rajanukul. An introduction
to SDF VDO clip was presented to the subjects before interviewing them about their opinions in using
silver diamine fluoride for caries control in their children. The data was analyzed by Chi-square test
and Binary Logistic Regression of IBM SPSS Statistics Version 22.

Results Fifty percent of parents agreed to use SDF for caries control in primary and
permanent teeth, except in the permanent anterior teeth that the percent agreement was dropped
to 25%. Factors that related to parents’ opinion were age of parents, the children’s diagnosis, and
the expenditure for SDF treatment. The parents age under 50 years old accepted to use SDF at
anterior and posterior primary teeth more than the parents whose age over 51 years old. The parents
of children with autism spectrum disorders had more acceptance than parents of children with other
diagnosis. Furthermore, parents who agreed that SDF was less expensive accepted using SDF more
than parents who did not think that the less cost was the advantage.

Conclusion Parents of the children with special needs at Rajanukul Institute had moderate
acceptance in using silver diamine fluoride for caries control in their children. Factors that related
to parents’ opinion were age of parents, the children’s diagnosis, and the expenditure for SDF

treatment.

Keywords: Caries control, Silver Diamine Fluoride, children with special needs, Parents’ Opinion
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