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The perception of the COVID-19 pandemic situation with
parenting behavior to promote

early childhood development of parents

Kanokchat Somchai, B.P.H.*, Natthaphon Srithawan, B.P.H.*,
Wachira Khamyao, B.P.H*, Prasert Prasomruk, Ph.D,*

Abstract

Objective To study the perceptions of the COVID-19 pandemic situation and parenting
behaviors to promote early childhood development of parents in child development center
at Sangnoktha Subdistrict, Muang District, Amnat Charoen Province.

Materials and methods This study is cross-sectional descriptive research. The
calculate sample sizes with proportional to size. The data were collected by using parenting
perception and behavior questionnaires with a confidence value of 0.97 and analyzed by
descriptive and inferential statistics with a Chi-square test.

Results The sample of parents of early childhood children was 88, with 77 complete
participants, or 87.5%, most of the participants were fathers or mothers, 61%. Most of them
aged between 30 - 39 years old, graduated in primary education, had an average income
between 3,001 - 6,000 bath, working as a farmer. The participant showed a high level of
perception of the COVID-19 pandemic situation and parenting behaviors to promote early
childhood development of parents, 85.7%, 87%, respectively. There was a statistically
significant correlation between parenting behaviors to promote early childhood development
in parents with the perception of the COVID-19 pandemic situation (p-value < .001).

Conclusion The communication model to create the perception for early childhood

caregivers should be developed under the COVID-19 pandemic situation.

Key words: parents, early child, parenting behavior, COVID-19
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