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The effect of local wisdom folk games program on the
ability to use fine motor skills and social skills of
autistic children at the Special Education Center,

Amnat Charoen Province

Phuthiphon Inthupooit, B.P.H*, Teerapol Sudsawad, B.P.H* Piyada Phasri, B.P.H¥,

Amorntee Srisaard, M.D.**, Pattajaree Krasaesen, Ph.D.*

Abstract

Objectives To study the effects of the local wisdom folk games program on the
ability to use fine motor skills and social skills of autistic children at the Special Education
Center, Amnat Charoen Province.

Materials and Methods This research is a quasi experimental study using purposive
sampling in 22 autistic children aged 3-6 years at Amnat Charoen Special Education Center.
Data were collected using a questionnaire to measure the ability to use fine motor skills and
social skills. Data were analyzed using descriptive statistics and inferential statistics by
comparing the overall outcomes before and after participating in the research using the
Wilcoxon Signed-Rank Test.

Results The autistic children who participated in the program had a statistically
significant increase in the mean score of fine motor skills (p<0.01) and a statistically significant
increase in the mean score of social skills (p<0.01).

Conclusion The program of traditional local wisdom folk games significantly

enhances the fine motor skills and social skills of children with autism.

Keywords: Folk games, Local wisdom, Fine motor skills, Social skills, Autistic children

*Amnat Charoen Campus, Mahidol University **Phana Hospital

Corresponding author email: phuthiphon.int@student.mahidol.edu
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