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Contamination of Formalin and Borax in Foods in Uthong Sub-district, Uthong District,
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ABSTRACT

This study is survey study aimed at investigating formalin and borax contamination in food and raw food
ingredients sold in Uthong sub-district, Uthong district, Suphanburi province. Sampling was done using a simple
random method by drawing. 10 selected stalls from fresh market, flea market and hawker stall were randomly
selected then collecting 1 sample from each. Formalin contamination was tested in 6 types of sample: fresh shrimp,
fresh squid, re-hydrated dried squid, king oyster mushroom, dried shiitake mushroom, and dried white jelly
mushroom, 10 samples each. While borax contamination was tested in 7 types of sample: fresh pork, ground pork,
pork balls, fish balls, pickled mango, pickled grape, and pickled madan, 10 samples each. Then the percentage of
contamination of each sample was calculated. A total of 60 samples were qualitatively detected for formalin. 15
samples (25%) were contaminated with formalin or formaldehyde, with 8 samples of dried shiitake mushroom
(80%), 4 samples of fresh squid (40%), 2 samples of re-hydrated dried squid (20%) and 1 sample of dried white jelly
mushroom (10%). Whereas a total of 70 samples were qualitatively detected for borax, there was no borax
contamination found in any sample.
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