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Abstract

The objectives of this action research were to develop the model for promoting early child development
(ECD) and to study the effectiveness of the model for promoting ECD at childcare centers in Karbi Province. The
study was conducted in two parts: Part 1 the model for promoting ECD, 30 persons (public health officers, childcare
teachers, and community leaders) were the sample groups. In part 2 to assess the effectiveness of the model for
promoting ECD, 80 childcare teachers were allocated into an experimental group and a comparison group (40
persons for each group) to assess. The experimental group was exposed to the model for promoting ECD whereas
the comparison group was exposed to the same old practice. The instruments were used in the study: the model
for promoting ECD, a questionnaire, a child development assessment report form, and an assessment record form
of ECD. Data were collected 6 months before and after the study. Descriptive statistics, Chi-square test / Fisher’s
exact test, Independent t-test, and paired t-test were used to analyze data.

The results found that the model for promoting ECD at child care centers consisted of 4 strategies as following:

1) organizing teaching and learning activities and promoting ECD by childcare teachers 2) early
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child development screening 3) monitoring and home health care and 4) and evaluation of the development of

children with delayed development. The results of using the developed model found that after receiving model

for the promoting ECD, childcare teachers had increased knowledge about promoting ECD and behavior in organizing

activities to promote ECD and increased more than the group that received the original format, both in terms of

knowledge and behavior by statistical significance (p-value < 0.001). The number of children with delayed

development was reduced more than the group that received the original development promotion model by

statistical significance (p-value < 0.05).

Keywords: early child, promoting development model, child care centers
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