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Abstract

This study is a quasi-experimental research using a one-group pretest-posttest design to examine the
effects of a rational drug use literacy enhancement program among 92 village health volunteers in Surin
Province. The data collection tool used was the Rational Drug Use Literacy tool (RDUL) developed by the
Health Systems Research Institute, Thailand. The data analysis employed descriptive statistics, reporting
statistical values as frequency, percentage, mean, and standard deviation (SD). For the comparative analysis
of the mean scores of rational drug use knowledge before and after development, a Paired Sample t-test
was used at a 95% confidence level.

The study results showed that 78.3% of the participants were female, with 41.3% aged between 51
and 60 years. The highest education level of 37.0% of participants was grades 5-6. Additionally, 37.0% had
previously been diagnosed with a disease, predominantly hypertension (50.0%), followed by diabetes
(19.6%) and high cholesterol (15.2%). Most participants (92.4%) were farmers. After participating in the
literacy enhancement program, the proportion of participants with sufficient rational drug use literacy
increased from 70.7% to 90.2%. The results indicated a statistically significant improvement in rational drug
use literacy scores across all areas (p<.05).
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