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Abstract

This quasi-experimental research aimed to investigate the effects of a surgical site
infection prevention program for appendectomy patients at Phangkhon Hospital,
Sakon Nakhon Province, utilizing the PRECEDE-PROCEED model as a theoretical framework.
The sample consisted of 30 patients who underwent appendectomy, selected through
purposive sampling based on predetermined criteria. The research instruments comprised:
1) a surgical site infection prevention program for appendectomy patients, 2) a knowledge
questionnaire on surgical site infection prevention, 3) a perceived severity of complications
questionnaire, and 4) a surgical site infection prevention behavior questionnaire. Data were
analyzed using descriptive statistics, paired t-test, and Wilcoxon signed-rank test, with statistical
significance set at .05.

The findings revealed that following program implementation, participants
demonstrated significantly higher levels of knowledge regarding surgical site infection
prevention, perceived severity of complications, and preventive behaviors for appendectomy
surgical site infections compared to pre-implementation (p<.001). The results indicate that the
program effectively enhanced participants' behaviors in preventing post-appendectomy
surgical site infections. Therefore, healthcare personnel responsible for inpatient care should
consider implementing this program to support and educate patients in promoting preventive

behaviors against appendectomy surgical site infections in surgical wards on an ongoing basis.

Keywords : infection prevention program, surgical site infection, appendicitis, PRECEDE-PROCEED model
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